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TS Titus 1.16. | 

T hey profeſs that they know God, but in Works 
they deny him': being abominable and diſobe- 

* dient, and unto every good Work reprobate. « 
=2xy Hat a ſtrange kindof Medley 
NW GM were theſe! Do men oather 


— 


Thorns of Vines,or Thiſtles 
en of Figs? Secingthey profeſ. 
Ml {cd this Religion, why would 
- --:, (hot they praduſe it e Secing 
they would not praGiſe it, why did they pro- 
felsit? This isnotonly to be wicked but ab- 
{urd too :-difabedient to God, but inconſiſtent 
with themſelyes allo. There was a muling 
Monk that thought there needed only two 
things , an Inquiſztion and. a Bedlam to re- 
=.oza form 


C2] 
form the whole World. Such as oppoſe the- 
Articles of our Faith as. falſe, he would have 
an: Inquiſition for ; but thoſe. that acknow- 
ledge them to-be true, and yet did not walk 
accordingly thoſe he would have ſent to Bed- 
lam. But ſure the man was not aware how 
capacious that Place had need to be that was 
to hold all the bad.Livers that are in Chri- 
ſtendom;. it all choſe mult be looked upon: 
as-no.other. than Madmen and diſtracted, that 
g0 on'1n Courlss which their Bibles do for- 
bid them; how few muſt we reckon in their 


right W its-and ſober ? - 


|Foriwhat ever deference men ſeem to have 
for Chriſtianity in the general, in thoſe par- 
rticulars wherein-1t- interfereth with..their In- 
clinations:;; how:light (alas!) do they make. 
of it ?- In ſach: Caſes it is-bat: too plain 1t 

bindech them . no- more than Withes could: 

Sampſon, and-is inproductve as-the Sun in 

Winter: TFhis-that Heathen m Satuianihad. 
ſo-obſerved as to:upbraid. them: wich:;- their 
Goſpel (faith-he): requirecth-thems ro be vir- 


ruous. 
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tuous and-holy; but they live:moſt dehauck- 
ed and loofly ; their Scriptures teach them 
fincerity and heavenly-mindedneſs, but they 
live in hypocriſte and covetouſnels ; Chritt 
commandeth them. to be humble and ſelf- 
denying, but they live in pride and all extra- 
VAgAance. 


If ever People were cordial, ſerious and 
in earneſt Chriſtians,one would think it ſhould 
be when Chriſtianity was firſt planted ; then 
the times were dangerous, and no ſecular In- 
tereſt -could be ſerved by. an. outward own- + 
ing it, then this Se& was every where ſpoken 
againſt, andin every City Bonds and Afﬀi- 
ions did abide them; ſo that nothing but 
purely Conſcience could move men to-the 
embracing it. And yet even then what {xd 
miſcarriages and complaints do we read of ! 
At Sardis. thqugh they. had a-narne to. live, 
that was all; it is ſaid: that they were dead:; 
and at Corinth ſome would be drunk even 
ar, recaiytng: the Holy Sacrament ; a- 
mong the 7 beſſalonjans, there were Brethren 
DO. that 


[4] 
chat- walked” diforderly 3 and oat! Philips 
many walked fo that Sairit Paub could not 
ſpeak of- them without weeping,” To:keep 
home in this Epiſtle?, there 'is'metition'of a 
whole Countrey the great and populous Iſle 
of- Crete, who'thojuph they/had'teceived the 
Faith of Chriſtians, in their Manners-remam- 
ed rank Pagans ſtill, They were Lyars be- 
fore, and they continued as notorious Lyars 
fill; Gluttons before ;\and' as fortiſh Glar- 
tons ſtil] : Beaſts before, aridas arrant beaſts 
ſtill; Verſe 13. of this Chapter , the Apoſtle 
athrmeth 63s Teſtimony 7s true : ' That Cha: 
racer their own Epimenides had given of the 
Place ſome hundred years before, fitted it as 
well then ; although they had gotten a better 
Religion, yet 16 whit better Converſation: 
So they are branded in the Text, T hey pro- 
feſs that they know God, but in Works they de- 
ny him : being abominable and- diſobedient , and. 
to every 200d Work 'reprobate. - '' 


And O how happy were it that there 
were” none: but thele' deſerved to be fo ill 
28: ſpoken 
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ſpoken of! 'that there were none beſides that 
could be as juſtly charged fo! but that every 
one of us in this, and all in every place that 
call upon the Name of the Lord Jelus, both 
theirs and ours, might walk according to his 
rule! 


To promote this fame thing , I have from 
che Text, theſe three material Propoſitions to 
difcourle to you. | 


The firſt is, that that Knowledge which 
we Chriſtians have of God , is a molt {tri 
obligation to a pious and holy lite. 


; - Theſecond, that notwithſtanding this, it 
- 1s uſual for them who have been inſtructed in 
It, and acknowledge it, to be abominably 4iſobe- 
dient, and to good Works reprobate. 


The third that the profeſſion of them char 
are ſo, is judged by God bur a ſelt-contradi- 
Ction ; he reckoneth that they deny him, 
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Thele are the feverals, which, as though 
God did entreat you by me, [ pray you in 
Chriſs ſtead, with ſuch wiſdom and feriouſ. 
neſs as you ſhow inthe Afeairs of this W orld, 
you would be pleated ro conſider of. 


The firſt of theſe Propofitions is, that that 
Knowledge which we Chriſtzans have of God 
1s a molt {trict obligation to a pious and holy 
lite. This is made the aggravation and won- 
der of this peoples being fo bad, that they had 
the Goſpel Knowledgeot God: that all thele 
Revelations ſhould not influence them, ſeem- 
ed amazing and almoſt monſtrous. 


W hat ſmall di{coveries of God have over- 


awed and governed men , when they have 
been attended to ! What excellent Perſons 
were Abel and Enoch , Noah and Sem, Mel.- 
chiſedech and Job, Abrahamand the Patriarchs, 
beforethe Law was given ! To thele, beſides 
an obſcure promiſe of the Meffrab , he dilco- 
vered little beſides the reality of his own ex- 
uftence , by ſome occaſional appearings ; and. 


yet 
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yet how devout and circumſpet, how up- 
right and conſcientious, did this ſingle notion 
make them! 


But with how many more things, and with 
how much more advantage are we now ac- 
quainted ! That Chriſtianity may make Ar- 
chimedes's Challenge, give it but where it may 
ſet its foot, and it is enough to move the 
whole Earth, grantit but to be true, and no 
man is able to reſiſt that ſtrength of wiſdom, 
and reaſon with which it ſpeaketh to him. 


Hence I believe, it is, that ſo many among 
us ( more ſure in proportion than any other 
Religion in the World) are fo induſtrious 
and {olicitous in ſearching and catching at 
Cavils and Objections , to perlwade them- 


ſelves and others to be Atheiſts. Theſe prin- 
ciples more than any other make men unealte 


in the wayes of wickedneſs, and they lee there 


is no way to looſe themſelves from the Bonds 
of it, but by cutting it in pieces. 


B » There 


[8] 
There are two things wherein this Religi- 
on hath the advantage of any, in bringing 


men to righteouſneſs and goodnels. 


. One in reſpe& of the purity of its Pre- 
cepts. 


Another in reſpeR &t of- the importance of 
its Morives. 


A. firſt advantage our r Religion hath this 
wc y, 1s: 1n the purity of its Precepts. So ex- 
act and accurate it is in its injun&tions , that 
our - Daviour asketh his Diſciples , what they 
did more than-others £ Implying that his In- 
{tictution did require it. 


There is no-Religion beſides , but did fo 
tar comply with the c caſtomary corruptions 
of the place for which it was calculated, as to 
connive at ſomething: or other which: in 1t 
{elf was not ſo juſtifiable, Some allowed Po- 
lygamy, and others Fornication :. ſome mas 
king Var barely for enlargement of Domi-- 

mon, 
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nion-;- and others. Theft it'ſelf.,” if done fo 
dexteroully , that they were not taken in the 
Fa& : not only in thoſe which. were of hu- 
man inyention ;. but even'in that which was 
inſtituted by God himfelt, and delivered to 
the Fews by, Moſes; our Saviour giveth an 
inſtance, [Aatth. 19. 5, wherein he permitted 
ſomething becauſe of the hardneſs of”. their 
hearts, which himſelf had no pleaſure in. 


: Bar here is no ſuch Indulgence and Rela- 


xation : there 1s notning excellent which we 
' are not enzoyned, nothing unteemly which we 


are not prohibired. Ir calleth us to be perfect, 
as our Father which is in Heaven 1s perfect, 
and taketh care the whole man be withont- ſpot 
or blemiſh. 


It is a. Book wherein all our Members are 
written, and 1t.giveth directions forevery one 
of them, The Eye is written here, here is a 
Covenant for. that ; the I ongue is written 
here, here is a-Bridle for: that; the Eare is 
written. here ,. here 1s a Voyce:for that.; the 


B: 2; Foot- 
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Foot -is written here, - here is a Lantern for 
that. But why ſpeak I of the outward man ? 
The Laws of men have took tolerable care 
of that: there is the Heart of man, that great 
and wide Sea, wherein the Leviathan playeth 
under water, that Wilderneſs of wickedneſs 
wherein are beaſtly creeping things innumera- 
ble : -and for the Laws of men to attempt 
upon this, were as wild a Proje& as to threat- 
en the Ayr , or {courge the Helleſpont. Bur 
(loe! ) this goeth even thus far, it ranſacketh 
all the ſecret corners of darknels, and chaſti- 
ſeth Vanity in but the Imagination : it pier- 
ceth to the dividing aſunder of the Soul and 
Spirit, of the Foynts and Marrow, and is a Diſ- 
cerner of the T houghts and Intents of the Heart : 
and what manner of Perſons ought we then to 
be in all holy converſation and godlineſs , who 
have ſolemnly vowed thele ſhall be the Rules 


we will ſet our ſelves to walk by ! 


Beſides the ſtricteſt Precepts, in the ſecond 
place it hath the moſt important Motives. 
It propoſeth the moſt tranſcendent rewards, 


and 


[41] 
and the moſt ftupendious punithments ; it 
ſetteth before us the greateſt Bleflings , and 
the dreadfulleſt curſes our Natures are capable 
of. T othem who by patient continuance in well- 
doing ſeek for glory,and honour and immortality it 
promileth eternal life : but to them who are con- 
tentious and do not obey the Truth , it threat- 
neth indignation and wrath , tribulation and an 
endleſs anguiſh. It theſe things will not work 
on men , what can ? If theſe things do not 
prevail with them, what will ? How can the 
rwo governing paſſions of the mind,our hope 
and our fear be aflaulted in a higher manner ? 


I grant this Notion of an eternal retribu- 
tion 1s no ſuch peculiar of the Chriſtzan, but 
that the Gentile Theology madeuleof it too : 
bur then they derived it from ſuch weak Au- 
thority , built it upon ſuch uncertain reaſo- 
nings, enlarged it with ſuch fabulous circum- 
ſtances, as renderedit but very doubrtul and 
{uſpicious. And though the Fews had a ſu- 
rer ward of Prophecy to rely on, yet even 
their intimations of it,, cannot but be contel- 


{ed 


RAMA 
Fi ſed tobe very obſcure; when it is remembred, 
vi that the Sadducees , a great and leamed part 
" of their DoRors, who believed the Books of 
Moſes, did: yer deny all fucure: being., and. 
ſud there was no Reſurreiion, neither Angel 
nor Spartt. 


And this being the condition of the World 
while the coming of our Lord, it may be the 
lels wondered.it we find men then more ſtub- 
born and ſtiff-necked , untractable and hard 
to be broken of their own ways. The A- 
poſtle ſpeaketh as if God did ſcarce: expect 
any other from th:m; the times of this {gno- 
rance ({aith he) God winked at , but now com- 
mandeth all men every where to repent. W hy, 
did he not command it always ?. Before the 
Flood ? Under the Law? To the King of 

 Feypt ? To the People of Niniveh ? Yes, 
but now,now that life aud immortality is brought 
z0 light , to as much light as at this diſtance it 
is capable of, by the Goſpel, now in a peculiar 
manner, now upon our own account, as we 
love our ſelyes he hath obliged us to.it. No 


Nan 
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man. ever yet hated his own fleſh, but elſe we 
ſhould ſhow our ſelves to hate our own fleſh 


and ſpirits both. 


So that one would beapt to think, ſurely the 
People of theſe perlwaſions muſt be of moſt 
exemplary converſations ; feeing they know 
{o much dependeth upon it,they will uot walk 
as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of thewr 
minds. $0 it might be preſumed indeed by 
Strangers,and them that have no experience : 
but thoſe that have , ſee 1t 1s quite otherwile; 
and that notwithſtanding all our Principles 
wee degenerate into as wicked Practices as 0 - 
ther men. T his is that which 1s here. bewail- 
ed in the Text, and is 


The next particular I am to ſpeak to, that 
they who do profeſs to know and acknow- 
ledge God , according as. he hath revealed 
himſelf in his Goſpel, were yet abominable 
o diſobedient, and unto every good Work repro- 

ale. 


Co It 
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Tt is not only Enemies that reproach it, 
then it might have been born; neither they 
that avow a hatred to it, that magnifie them- 
ſelves againſt it, then it had been no wonder ; 
but ir is betrayed by them that kiſs it, and 


wounded in the houle of its Friends. 


In the Primitive Times it was roo uſual to 
ſee Chriſtians 1n the skins of wild beaſts ; but 
now it is much more uſual to ſee wild beaſts 
in the skins of Chriſttans : they who call 
themſelves by this holy name wallowing in all 
ſenſuality and brutiſhnels. How 7s the faith- 
ful City turned an Harlot ! ber Sikver become 
Draſs, ber Wine mixt with Water ! T bey that 
name the name of Chriſt will not depart from ini- 
quity, and the Viſible Members of his Body 
are Inſtruments of unrighteouſnels unto fin. 
The charge need not be aggravated or en- 
larged : for I am perſwaded none of theſe 
things are hid from you betore whom Lpeak ; 
tor they are not done in a corner : and the 
name of God is blaſphemed among the 


Gentiles through you, as it 1s written, 


But 
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But is it not ſtrange that a Mother fo fair 
and lovely , ſhould bring forth Children fo 
miſhapen and deformed ? That when ſuch 
oood feed as this is ſown, the Fizld ſhould be 
over-run with T ares and Weeds? but there 
are two things much of it may be afcribed to. 


One ſurely is the peculizr nature of its 
Commandments: conlifting notin weak and 
beggarly Elements, after the Rudiments of 
this W orld,but in holinels and righteouinels, 
Duties material and ſubſtantial. Rituals and 
external obſervations are readily complyed 
with : though they may be a little irkſome 
and troubleſom in themielves, yet being con- 
ſiſtent with their luſts,men are not dithcult to 
be brought to them ; but practical and mo- 
ral injunctions which reſtrain and fetter their 
Inclinations they are more impatient of : this 
is a galling yoke upon the neck , neither our 
Fathers nor we are able to bear. It that obler- 
vation betrue(as I am very much atraid it 1s) 
that there is no Religion in the World fo 
careleſly obſerved by its Profelytes as ours : 

| GC 25 not 
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not the Fewiſh, not the T arkiſh, not the Pa- 
gan, this muſt be aſſigned a caule of it : theirs 
are moſtly Schemes of bodily exerciſes and 
ceremonials, whereas univerſal goodneſs and 
virtue are the indiſpenſibles'of Chriſtianity. 


Thole Sets among us that have dwindled 
the Profeſſion into Mint and Cummin, mag- 
nifted fantaſtick ſmall VV ares inſtead of the 
great things of the Law, have their followers 
obſequious cnough to them. The Enthuſe- 
aſts can promote among their Admirers ſowre 
Looks and wild Opinions : the Separatiſts pre- 
vail with their Tribe to keep Days and Con- 
venticles : the Quakers make their Diſciples 
go plain, and not ſtir their Hats : the Forma- 
/iſts put their People upon Religions Phraſes 
and moſt T echnical Duties. It men have bur 
ſo much ſuperſtition, and {o little reaſon as to 
believe thele things will commend them to 
God , they will, be well enough contented 
with the terms : they may be done withour 
the deſtruction of any reigning ſin; the proud 
and: the covetous, the wanton and. the diſho- 
neſt, 


vv 
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neſt, the rebel and the Hypocrite may be ve- 
ry zealous in them ; and yet be proud and 


covetous, wanton and diſhoneſt , rebels and 


hypocrites ſtill: but to pluck out the right 


eye, and to deny our ſelves; to abſtain from 

all appearance of evil, and keep our ſelves un- 

ſpotted from the World, this is cutting a- 

eainlt the grain, and laying the Axe not to 

the boughs of the tree, but the: very root : 

this is for Fordan to be driven backward and 

flay the Erhopian while he is alive. Laertins 

oiveth this account why the Epicureans 

kept ſo much cloſer to their Rule than the 

Stoical Philoſophers did to theirs : the for- 

mer (laith he) enzoyned only what men had 
a mind to be, but the latter what they ought 
to be. "This being the caſe here, it cannor be 
chought that any but they who: are very fin- 

cere and ferious ( which-is the leaſt pare of 
every 9ociety ) it cannot I fay. be thought 
that any but they who are very tincere and: 
{crious, ſhould ſo painfully oppoſe themſclves: 
as to endeavour 1t. 


C J Addi 


= 7 Is gy. 


Add to this in the "Hef" place the faint- 


neſs and falſeneſs of mens faith. When this 


is real and active, genuine anc vigorous ;” the 
hardeſt Sayings will be heard and received 
with chearfulneſs : but Multitudes call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians , not ſo much out of choice 


as cuſtom ; upon the account of their Con- 


ſciences , as of their Countries. Elfe what 
meaneth our Saviour to ask , Lyke 18. 8, 
W hether when the Son of m3: cometh he ſhall 


find Faith on the Earth * Who would think 
there could be any doubt at all of that ar rhe 


ſecond time of his coming ? T hen the Jews 


will be called , and the fuln?ſs of the Gentiles 


be come in : they be will bave the Heathen for 
his I Meritence , and the uttermos} Parts of the 
Earth for bis Poſjeſſion; and doth he fcruple 
whether there would be any Faith in the 
World after all this? So it feemeth, he that 
knew what was in man, notwithſtanding all 
this,,ntimateth there would be but- ſmall ſtore 
of it : heapes of them who did outwardly 
profes ; it, would in truth have no more ſenie 
of it than very Pagans. 


He 


? | 
[19] 

He that feeth two, men of equal ſtature 
walking, one upon riſing ground , the other 
upon plain, at a diſtance might think one 
much taller than the other-; whereas were. 
that other in his place he would be thought 
to have the ſame advantage, and were they 
both upon a Level , it is in trath in neither. 
So it is if we compare Heathens with many 
formal. Chriſtians , theſe ſeem to have that 
Faith in Chriſt which-they have not :: but it 
is only the. 624k, the: place of their Nativi- 
ty , where they ſtand that makes the. diffe- 
rence ; were ' they upon tne others Ground 
they would be as formal in the Profeſſion of 
Paganiſm , and the other , it they had their 
ſtanding might be as orderly in owning of the 
SCriptures. 


Now though men are not debauched into 
that Rank Infidelity , as to blaſpheme and- 
drol{ their Religion ; yet it they are be- 
{otted into- that empty formality , as not 
heartily to believe. or conſider it , what can_ 
be expected? Can paintedfire expel the = ? 
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Or a dead Stump, Bud and Bloſſom? How 
can the Superſtrucure ſtand it the Foundati- 
on be not ſound ? And this is the other ac- 
count why ſo many who have been baptiz- 
ed into the Name of Jeſus do live after ſuch 
a manner as they do, wallowing in ſuch foul 
Pollutions. 


Bart is it fit that ſuch as theſe ſhould uſurp 
fo honourable a Title ? What have they to 
do to take-this Name into their mouths,who 
hate to be reformed ? Is it not a wild mil- 
nomer to {tyle ſuch W retches as theſe Chri- 
ftians Is not'this for men to call the things 
that are not as it they were ? So the Au- 
thor and Finiſher of our Faith reckoneth it: 
the Profeſſion of luch is judged by him a ma- 
nifelt and apparent felt-contradiction, he hath 
pronounced that they deny him, And that is 
the laſt Particular of the Text, the great 
ching I defigned to infilt upon , that they 
whole Actions are vitious and abominable, 
though they do retain a verbal Profellion of 


_ Chriſt yet really renounce - him. They 


whole 
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whoſe Works were not an{werable , though 
they did pretend to acknowledge God, are 
here afhrmed to deny him. T bey profe fo that 
they know God, but in Works they ag bim. 


None of the Diſſenting Parties among us 
need fo vaingloriouſly and ambitioully hays 
commended themlelves to the W ori 1222 . cr 
the diſtinguiſhing and affected _ : 
Believers, the Saints, the Godly, a a l1 Bs 
the name of Chriſtian nll *y and 
whoever taketh it upon him wiri out theie 

ualifications in ſome meaiure, doth bur /ye to 
the Holy Ghoſt. Feſus 1 know , and Pad I 
know, but who are ye, that boaſt tkem,and are 
{o much unlike them? Whatever the :y may 
call themſelves, let all the workers of Iniqui- 
ty know alluredly, the God whom we lerve 
will find another name tor them. It is not 
unworthy your oblervation that Addrels of 
the Prophet 1ſaizh 1. 10. Hear the Word of 
the Lord ye Rulers of Sodom, give eare unto 
the Law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. 


Sodom and Gomorrah had been deſtroyed near 
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a thouſand years before , and doth the Pro- 

phet make Rahoreations: to them now? No, 

im the firſt Verſe of the Chapter you may 
read to whom his Errand was, 7 he Viſzon 
which he ſaw concerning Judah ond Jeruſalem, 

God's peculiar People in Covenant , theſe 
were they he was to {peak to : yes, but when 
theſe were corrupted and gone away back- 
ward , when thele had broken the yoke and 
were altogether become filthy , for all ther 
Priviledges and making their boaſt of the 
Law, for all their crying , the Temple of the 
Lord, the Temple of the Lord,and laying with- 
in themſclves , we have Aby 'abam to our F a- 
ther; they ſhall not be called by the name of 
Iſrael, Sodom and Gomorrah is muci fitter for 
them. After this manner Saint Paul ſpeaking 
of unnatural Prodigals that walked diforder- 
ly, and not after Godlineſs, 17 7.5. 8. tell- 
ethus, If any provide not for a own, eſpecially 

for thoſe of bis own Houſe , be hath Jeny ed w 
Faith. W hy are there no ſuch 1] Huh, ands 
within the Pale of the Church , who fo they 
may riot and rant themlelves, care not whit 
becometh. 


[23] 
becometh of their comfoitlefs-and ruined Fa- 
milies? no doubt , abundance : but : deeds 
havea Language more {1gnificant than VV ords; 
and their carriage denyed him , 'though: their 
Tongues were tient , or ſhould jay the con- 
trary. And acco! dingly, when Eccis{taſtical 
Authority was. chought fic to be exerciſed, 
the Church of God dealt with them; for her 
own reputation cutting themoft by Ceaſures, 
and denying them her Communion. 


It. it be asked what difference then between 
chele , and open [ufidels? Ic muſt be granted 
chat there is 0ne: but it is only this, They 
deny rod in their UnderStandings , theſs deny 
him in their Wills ; they deny the Dotirine L 
the Goilpel , th:ſe deny the Precepts of it ; 
they deny the Truth of Divine Revelations, 
theſe deny their Goodneſs, Of the two,the tor- 
mer 1s 1n the better condition,and muc!1 more 
exculable ; becaaſe they a& according to 
their own Principles , but tnele will be con- 
demncd out of their own Mouths, 
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TW. _—- 
- Butif every evil work be a denying of God, 
who can truly be ſaid to confeſs him ? For 
there is none but doth evil , no not one, God 
(faith Saint Hierom) is Omniſcience, Juſtice, 
Providence, Truth : by finning in fecret we 
deny his Omniſcience, by any diſhoneſty in 
dealing we deny his Juſtice , by Diſcontent 
and Murmuring we deny his Providence, by 
any. Lye or DiſſIimulation we deny his 
Truth. 


Burt yet we may warrantably fay, it is not 
every one that ſometimes doth ſome Work 
which is evil that is here intended : It is not 
every miſcarriage or fingle a& of ours that 
is charged ſo highly : but ome fins and ways 
of {inning there are , ſo inconſiſtent with the _ 
Worthinels of this Holy Calling , and the 
Power of Godlinels, that they who do ſuch 
things, may , mult have this pronounced on 
them. 


Having not a diſtin& Hiſtory of theſe 
Gretiaus , and their manners, we cannot ſay: 
what. 


| [25] 
what all thoſe works were in particular, which 
pou nay the Apoſtle in the Text to declare 
this of them, that they did deny God : but 
there are two great ones ye plain before us 
in the Context , and though I wave ſome 0- 
thers that are allo hinted, I cannot pals over 
thele in ſilence;they are ſo near the complexi- 
on of the preſent days , and may be of fo 
much ule to us in teaching us to judge our 
ſelves. « 


One of thele [ins they are upbraided with 
is rhat of Senſaality. The Country they liv- 
ed in was fo plentiful and truittul, thar m 
Pliny and Solinws it is called Macaros and 
Macaroneſas , the bleſſed and bappy land : 
their W ine fo rich and generous, thit among 
the Poets it hath obtained the Epithet of 
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This was an occaſion of their being 10 
ryotous and luxurious , ſo debauched and 
vicious, that proverbially with other Nati- 
ons they had the name of. ſlow bellies, 
D 3 Such! 
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Such courſes as theſe very often bring men 
to deny God in Word. The Scul of man, 
though it cannot be prejudiced in its Eſſence, 
yet by the abuſe of our Bodys, it may much 
in its operations : and experience thowetk us, 
that impurity and intemperance, puy tically 
ſo wrong the brain , as to indi{po!2 ic for its 
higheſt and moſt noble Its. V heretore the 
Fews among their qualifications of 2 Pro- 
phet make Dyet and Chaſtity , two Iperial 
ones, concluding no man capable of divine 
and ſpiritual Knowledge withour them. Ie is 
a good obſervation of L9pide, that after the 
Flood, when Noah had planted Vines , and 
men altered their teed trom Herbs to Fleſh, 
that then prelently they turned Idolaters,and 
the Worſhip of God decayed. AndT would 
leave to the impartial conſideration of the 
ſober, whether that ſo great and miſchievous 
inundation of Sceptzciſm in our own Nation, 
be not much of it owing to ſuch kind of ſins 
having been fo very rife among us? for as it 
is very {eldom ſeen , that any man is an A- 
tbeiſt , who was not firſt an Epicure ; fo I 
think 
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think it is almoſt as feldomthat any man hath 
been. long an Epicure , who is not at laſt an 
Atbeift. But where through a more happy 
Mechaniſm of the Head,jic doth not proceed 
ſo far as to Speculative Atheiſm, yet it is in it 
ſelf Prafical Atheiſm. . Thele things are fo 
expreſly againlt all the plain Commands and 


_ clear Revelations of God ; ſo oppoſite to 


that Moderation and Sobriety , Modeſty 
and Mortification that he. requireth of us, 
that they who did ſuch works , though they 
made an external Profeſſion of God, upon this 
ſcore, in rhe Text are faid to deny him, 


The other ſin 1 chooſe to inſtance in, that 
they are branded with, is their Profaneneſs in: 
contemning all Inſtructions and Admoniti- 
ons given to reclaim them. They were re- 
buked ſharply , but they did nof amend upon 
it : Paul had planted them , and Titus wa- 
tered chem , but there was no increaſe. "They 
are called not only evz/ , but beaifs too ; as 
headſtrong and unpertwadable, as inconſide- 
rate and unreaſonable , under all the countels. 


and * zarnings of God. A 


[25] 

' A fad caſe! in all other things , where it 
is their intereft, men are calily prevailed with, 
but here chough 17 be their everlaſting one, ſo 
deat and uncon-erned they are, that the like- 
lieſt Meflengers God ever employed, ſcarce 
could jow in by7e. We find them lo heart- 
lels when they have been delivering their 
Meſſages, tnac with abrupt diſturbances they 
oft grve over their Auditors, and in Melan- 
choly Apsſtrophes apply themſelves to the 
moſt ſenielels and inanimate Creatures. O 
Altar, Altar hear the Word of the L ord, {aid 
the man of God, though Feroboam ſtood by : 
as if thoſe Stones were as like ro relent, or be 
rade impreſſion on , as him he had to deal 
with. Hear O Heavens , faith the Prophet 
Iſaiah, and give eare O Earth, for the mouth 
of the Lord hath ſpoken : as it the Heavens, 
as high as they were!, were as likely to hear ; 
as if the Earth, as dull as it was were as like- 
ly to conſider , as the People he was ſent to. 
Hear O ye Mountains the Lord's Controverſee, 
faith the Prophet Micha, and ye ſtrong Foun- 
dations of the Earth, nothing in the Earth fo 
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immoveable as the Monntazns, nothing in the 
Momnntains ſo impenitrable as their Foundati- 
ons; and yet the Mountains, the very Foun- 
dations of thoſe Mountains are addrelled to, as 
if they were as apprehenſive of God's Contro- 
werſre as the great ones there ſpoken to. 


But leſt the commonnels of ſuch things 
thould diminiſh your apprehenſions of 
the hainouſneſs of them, I muſt fo far 
magnifie my office, as to tell you, that God 
who converleth not with us immediately, but 
by his Othcers; interpreteth what is done wn- 
to theſe, as done unto himſelf ; and as in hear- 
ing theſe , you hear him; lo in deſpiſzng theſe 
you deſpiſe him alio, and they thar did fo, 
whatſoever they profeſſed of their owning 
and acknowledging him , are here expreſ] 
faid to deny him, {1 hey profeſs that they know 
God, but in works they deny him. 


And now I muſt take ave to ſpeak to 
you, as Saint Par to the Corinthians : T beſe 
bings bave I in a Figare transferred to Crete 
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and to that People for your ſazes., that you 
might learn from them not tothink of your ſelves 
above what is meet and written. It is ſome 
happineſs that the former part of the Cha- 
racer is true of us, that we yet profeſs that we 
know God, that the Blaſphemies of thoſe, whole 
Words do eate as doth a Canker , have not 
proceeded io far, bur that we retain this {till : 
but yet notwithſtanding, the Jater part of the 
Characer is fo true too, that I fear there are 
few kinds of-yorks wherein men can deny him, 
that are not done among us. O that my Head 


were Waters , and mine Eyes a Fountain of 


1 ears, that I might weep Day and Night for 
tbe T ranſgreſſions of the Danghter of my Peo- 
ple ! O that I had in the Wilderneſs a hdging 
place of wayfaring men, that I might leave my 
People, and go from them! for they are all A- 
aulterers, an Aſjembly of treacherous men, they 
proceed from evil to evil, Spare me the fad 
task of particular enumerations, by conlult- 
ing your Conſciences,or your Obſervations : 
to meindeed it would be grievous, and to you, 
T chink , unneceſſary. And that which ag- 
oravateth 


— 
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gravateth the evil of all theſe Works 15, they 
are grown ſo common and faſhionable, that 
we are become even paſt feeling. Saint Peter 
denying his Maſter one day but in words, and 
that upon ſurprize too, went forth and wept 
bitterly ; but here is denying of him every 
day in works upon contrivance and delibera- 
tion ; and inſtead of any thing of this na- 
ture, making a meer mock of it. 


Far be ir from me to involve all I ſpeak 
to in this black Catalogue , Swrely the fear of 
the Lord is in this Place too , andthere are a- 
mong you whoſe Works .are not only com- 
mendable, but exemplary. Yea, even among 
thote that deny him there are degrees too : of 
ſome we miſt have compaſſion , making 4 diffe- 
rence. WV kite others deny him univerſally in 
alt their Works , being filled with all un- 
righteoutn.z ; fome only halcingly in this or 
that particuuiar , that they are carried away 
captive 1witn:; while others deny him with an 
auCacious o.itnat malignity, ſome do it nor 
without a inore hopeful inward reluctancy : 
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but yet theſe alſo muſt by no means flatter 
themſelves, that becauſe they deny him not 
ſo grolly as others , therefore they do not 
deny him at all. No, as Saint James ſaith, 
he that ſhall keep the whole Law,and yet offend 
in one point 1s guilty of all : So he that profel- 
{kth God in his whole Works, and yet wil- 
fully and habitually denieth himin one branch 
is in the ſame caſe ; For,as he argueth, he that 


hath ſaid thou ſhalt not kill , hath ſaid alſo thou 


ſhalt not commit adultery. 


T ſhall draw to a concluſion with an Hi- 
ſtorical remark of the People here ſpoken of, 
Continuing ſo ſcandaloufly wicked as you 
have heard under all their calls and exhorta- 
tions to Repentance. It pleaſed God to in- 
flic from time to time ſeveral {evere and 
fearful Judgments on them ; the time would 
fayl me to rell you of that depopulating 
drought, tor above thirty years together,they 
had in the time of Conſtantine ; that cruel In- 
vaſion by the Saracens who were in Spain, 
in the time of Michael Balbus : the Famines, 
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the Diſeaſes, the amazing Calamities almoſt 
of all forts that from time to time they were 
viſited with, but hardning their hearts under 
them all; in our own Age, after the gaining 
the reſt of their Country by a fierce and 
bloody War, and a tedious Siege of their 
Metropolis longer than that of T roy, it is at 
this day wholly in the poſſelſion of theT wrks, 
and (the name it is better known by) Candia 
is now taken. Now their Candleſtick is re- 
moved, and their Glory is departed : Now 
their Charches,they were ſo negligent in fre- 
quenting, are turned into Moſchs, and that 
Religion they would not _ now It is 
colt and danger to them, ſo much as to pro- 


fels. 


God grant this may never be the caſe of 
the Iſland we live in ! far be this from us, O 
Lord, O may this never be untous ! I hope 
our Iniquity is not yer ſo full that ſuch a 
Decree as this ſhould havecome torth againſt 
us. Bur I cannot but beſpeak you as God - 
did his People of old upon {uch occaſion, 
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Fer. 7.12. Go ye now to my place, which was 


in Shiloh, where I ſet my name at the firſt, and 


ſee what I did to it for the wickedneſs of my 
People Iſrael. Let us, who have fo notori- 
ouſly degenerated from the ſame Religion 
they made profelſion of; Let us, who deny 
God in Works , by all thole wayes , and 
more, than we can find, that ever they did ; 
Let us, who have had Line upon Line, Line 
upon Line,Precept upon Precept, Precept up- 
on Precept, toawaken us; Let us who have 
had fo many aſtoniſhing Judgments in our 
own Memories; a Civil War, a Murdered 
King, a Ruined Church,an Arbitrary Scate, 
a Devouring Plague, a Conſuming Fire; and 
yet have not returned unto tne Lord, but re- 
bel yet more and more : Let us I ſay , go to 
this place and ſee waat God at laſt hath done 
to them. And it we are not come to that 
pals as to deny bis Providence , ſaying , the 
Lord dnth neither good nor evil , but all is 
Chance and Fortune; Let us not dare rogo 
on 1n denying him a hearty and ſincere obe- 
cllence : as knowing afluredily, that if wedo, 
Our 
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our fin alſo at laſt, will afſuredly find us out, 
ſo that a man ſhall ſay as verily as there is a 
reward for the righteous : So Verily there is 


aGod that judgeth in the Earth. 


Seeing then that we have ſuch fear, we uſe 
oreat plaineneſs of Speech. VW hether it will 
be as Rain falling upon the Rock, or whe- 
ther as Seed that is ſown in good Ground. 
Whether you will hear, or whether you will 
forbear ; Being not for us to know , I ſhall 
end with that of the Apoſtle , 2 T im. 2. 12, 
13. If we deny him, be alſo will deny ws. If 
we believe not , he abideth faithful , be cannot 
deny himfelf. 


Now to him who is the King, Eternal, Immor- 
tal, Inviſtble , the only Wiſe God ( whom 
we all profels to know ) be aſcribed by us, 
by all our Nation, by the whole Church Mi-. 
litant bere on Earth, All the Kingdom, the 
Power, and the Glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen, 


FINIS. 


